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      TALK UP TAIHAPE                                    

Taihape Community Development Trust - November 2022 

 

 

CORRECTION: We apologize for the incorrect dates advertised for 
the AGM and Christmas Parade in the October Talk Up Taihape. 

Our December issue of the Talk Up Taihape will be printed         
in colour. 

 

Taihape Community Development Trust 
AGM 

5.30pm Tuesday 15 November 2022 

Kokako Hall, 12 Kokako Street, Taihape 

All Welcome 

Share Christmas with your community 

Taihape Christmas Lunch 12pm 25 December 2022 

Volunteers needed to help on Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 December 
to prepare and deliver our annual free Christmas lunch. To register for 
the Christmas Lunch, or to volunteer at this important community 
event, contact the Trust at admin@taihape.co.nz or 06 388 1307.  

Taihape People Plaques unveiled 

On Tuesday 18 October, our long awaited plaques were unveiled at a 
morning ceremony at Taihape’s REAP office.  Dianne Saunders of 
Ngāti Tamakōpiri Iwi for Taihape, blessed the plaques, which were 
revealed to family and friends of the research group, the newly-

elected Councillors Jeff Wong, Gill Duncan and Piki te Ora Hiroa. 
There are nine plaques, with six placed in the windows and three on 
the walls of shops along Hautapu Street from Blush Florist to 
Greenstone Insurance. 
Over the coming months, we will feature the plaques in Talk Up 
Taihape, starting with renowned expressionist painter Douglas Kerr 
MacDiarmid. His story is on page two. 
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Entries closing soon, don’t miss out 
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Events Calendar  
 

11-12 November 2022 Hearts & Homes - The Rural Tour, 
Rangitikei, from $90. One tour scheduled each day. Visit 
www.heartsandhomes.co.nz for more information 

12 November 2022 Marton Market Day, Follett and  
Marton Park, Marton, 9am to 3pm 

12-13 November 2022 Andrew Martin River Race Weekend, 
Awastone, 143 Ruahine Rd, Mangaweka, 7.30am to 4.30pm 

1 December 2022 Late Night Trading, Taihape, to 7pm 

3 December 2022 Taihape Christmas Parade, Hautapu 
Street, Taihape, 12pm 

25 December 2022 Taihape Christmas Lunch, Taihape Rugby 
Clubrooms behind the Taihape Workingmens Club,  
Kuku St, 12pm 

28 January 2023 Gumboot Day and A&P Show, Memorial 
Park, Taihape, 10am to 3pm  
 

 

Lottery Community funding round closes 30 November 2022. 
The Manawatu-Whanganui Committee will prioritise requests 
with outcomes which can demonstrate a contribution towards: 
• Connecting all people, communities, groups, hapū and iwi 
enabling them to thrive. 
• People within communities working together to achieve 
shared community aspirations 

• A request will be considered lower priority if: 
• Organisations mahi that appear to not be connected in 
community. 
• Organisations who do not demonstrate wider community 
benefit beyond their membership. 
• Organisations that currently receive government funding, but 
are unable to show community need and benefit over and above 
their contracts. 
 

For further information go to  
https://www.communitymatters.govt.nz/lottery-community/ 

https://www.communitymatters.govt.nz/lottery-community/
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Taihape Arcadian Singers contact Esmé Haigh 027 309 1809 

Taihape Art Society meets every Monday at 10am to 2pm,    
contact Raema Mickleson 06 388 1138 

Taihape Community Garden help out at the community  
garden, contact Evelyn George 021 089 8672 

Taihape Contract Bridge Club meets every Monday at 7pm, 
contact Marion Cleaver on 06 388 0056 

Taihape Freemasons meets every 3rd Thursday except 
January at 7pm, contact Greg 0274887555 or Stu 0273743145 

Taihape Friendship Group meets every 2nd and 4th     
Wednesday at 10am, contact Karen 027 240 2593 

Taihape Garden Club meets every 1st Thursday at 7pm,  
contact 021 072 7500 

Mainly Music meets every Thursday 9:30am to 11am for       
babies to pre-schoolers at St. David’s, contact Jessica Baird                   
021 143 1591 

Taihape Men's Group meets every 2nd Friday at 1pm, contact 
Warren Couper 06 388 0199 

Taihape Museum open Sundays 11am to 2pm, contact Frances 
McKeown 021 0880 5952 

Taihape Older and Bolder contact Beth Carter 022 174 6611 

Taihape Rotary meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 5.45pm, 
Rustic Steakhouse, contact Theona Ormsby 021 122 2792 

Taihape Spinning Group meets every 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
10.30am to 3pm, contact Jenny Abernethy 06 388 1620  

Sustainable Taihape, sewing and working bees, contact   
Vanessa Witt 020 410 31577 

Te Roopu Oranga meets every Tuesday 2pm to 3pm and 
Thursday 10am to 11am for Tai Chi/Sit Fit for Kaumatua 65+,   
Hospital Cafeteria, contact Mōkai Pātea Services 06 388 1156  
Taihape Walkers Group meets every 3rd Saturday, contact 
Warren Couper 06 388 0199 

Whanau Hobby Hutt meets every Wednesday and Thursday at 
6pm to 8pm, contact Gary Johnston 027 446 4498 

Taihape and District Women’s Club meets every 1st   
Wednesday at 1.30pm, contact Viv Tantrum 06 388 0635 

Local Group Contact Details  
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St David's Presbyterian Church 

 

Date : Sunday 13th November, 2022 

Time : 2:00pm to 3:00pm 

Place: St David's Presbyterian Church, Huia St 
Featuring : FUN - SINGING - COMEDY - MUSIC 

FOLLOWED by AFTERNOON TEA and FELLOWSHIP 

Special Guests : The Arcadian Choir who will present 2 
BRACKETS of 3 Songs 

COME ALONG for a RELAXED afternoon of COMMUNITY 
CONNECTION [all FREE] 

Taihape Women's Club 

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE OUR CHRISTMAS LUNCH  
DATE:  Wednesday December 7th.  
DETAILS:  To be advised when finalised.  
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Taihape Music Group  
presents  

LOCAL ARTISTS CONCERT 

Sunday 27th November 2pm 

St David's Church 

Members free  Public $10 

Afternoon tea provided 
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TAIHAPE FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

 

New to town or looking to meet new people?   
Looking to get out of the house for a couple of hours and have a few 
laughs? 

Then come and join us for a cuppa and a chat, join in on a planned    
activity and even stay for lunch.  New members are always made to 
feel very welcome. 
Meeting:  the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month between   

 10.00am and 1.00pm. 
Venue:  Taihape Rugby Rooms – 34 Kuku Street, Taihape 

Cost:  $  5.00 - on the day if NOT staying for lunch 

           $10.00 - on the day if you would like to have lunch with  
 the group 

           $15.00 – Annual Membership Fee 

Contact:  Karen – 027 240 253 (please RSVP for catering purposes) 

 

Your Local Automotive Panel and Paint Shop. 
ICAR certi昀椀ed welder  

 

Private and Commercial 
Insurance Repairs 

Custom Paint 
Restorations 

Free Quotes 

 

214 O’taihape Valley Road 

06 388 0008, 027 8916688 

info@autore昀椀nishers.co.nz,  Open Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm 

mailto:info@autorefinishers.co.nz
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Taihape Health Limited Leader Retires 

Gemma Kennedy has devoted almost her entire working career to Taihape 
as a leader and steward, ensuring the health needs for the community were 
met and access to a range of services were delivered. 
Gemma trained as a Registered Nurse in Palmerston North and after a 
period of living overseas, returned to Taihape to settle and raise her 
family.  Prior to being employed as the leader of Taihape Health Limited, 
which was established as a new business by Whanganui Regional Health 
Network (WRHN) in December 2011, Gemma was employed by the then 
Whanganui District Health Board (WDHB – now Te Whatu Ora Whanganui) 
and for WRHN as the Rural Practice Facilitator.  After a bit of convincing, 
Gemma accepted the role as Clinical Coordinator for Taihape Health Limited 
(THL) and has remained in that role until this time. 
Gemma has seen much change over the years as services in Taihape moved 
from a hospital to an inpatient rural health service, then to a Community Trust 
and finally to a subsidiary company of WRHN. In the establishment of THL, 
the bulk of the health services moved into the Otaihape Trust facility 
(previously the rest home and prior to refurbishment it was the maternity 
annexe). To ensure maternity services were still accessible, the team 
operated out of a small wing of the Taihape Rural Health Centre. This facility 
had undergone a refurbishment to accommodate rest home beds and a 
range of community and primary health services, that for a period was owned 
and operated by a community trust. Operating a team of clinicians from two 
facilities was not easy and the overhead costs were crippling. The Board of 
Directors have wrestled with this issue for many years and now, together with 
Iwi partner Mōkai Pātea Services and owner of the facility Te Whatu Ora 
Whanganui, are progressing a redevelopment to move primary care and 
Whānau Ora services back into the Rural Health Centre, to ensure integrated 
and holistic health and social services flourish with the community as the 
centre of the model. 
Waiouru has also been a community of interest for THL. Historically, Taihape 
and Waiouru worked as a connected health system to serve the people that 
were not connected to the Defence Force base and workforce. While this 
community has seen a significant reduction in population over the years, as 
the Army reduced its presence and workforce on the campus, THL has 
remained committed to serving this community and continues to offer 
midwifery services and a Doctor/Nurse clinic in Waiouru, to make access 
convenient for this population. 
Taihape has seen its share of disruption to services due to weather events, 
mountain eruptions and more recently the COVID-19 pandemic. Rural 
communities do not have the range of ‘helping agencies’ available to support 
these communities, as we see available in the cities, however through forging 
strong and effective relationships with the emergency services and in 
particular the local volunteer fire brigade and Police, Gemma and the team 
has ensured that our most vulnerable have been cared for and have what 
they need in their time of need. She would rally the workforce that was 
available and collectively they would do what was required, whether it was  
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delivering meals on wheels, transferring unwell patients, or just moving them 
to a facility where they could have a shower; given they had experienced 
days without power. 
For a leader to flourish and deliver a consistent standard of services over  
many years in a small community, requires you to demonstrate courage, 
tenacity, kindness, a willingness to advocate for your team and be confident 
to innovatively change how they are working, to ensure access to services 
was maintained. Gemma exhibited all these qualities. For some less aware, 
they soon learnt that to trample over Gemma’s mana was at their own peril! 
Gemma has been resourceful and persistent in ensuring the Taihape Health 
services maintained a high standard of service for the community they serve, 
and the workforce was able to deliver to their potential. Maintaining a doctor 
workforce over the years has been challenging, but with her dogged 
determination, we now see a capable workforce of Doctors, Nurses, Social 
Work, Midwives, Kaimahi and the support team, working together to ensure 
people received the care they need. 
Gemma has perhaps left the greatest legacy 
of all. She has designed an exit strategy that 
will ensure the transfer of leadership to a 
colleague from the community, who has also 
served her community and Iwi as significantly 
as Gemma. The reins are transferring to 
Ngawini Martin, who will operate a transition 
process from the leadership role she has at 
Mōkai Pātea Services to Taihape Health 
Limited. This transfer of leadership sits very 
comfortably with the integrated development, 
which will see Mōkai Pātea Services Whānau 
Ora workforce integrate with the Taihape 
Health team (in the Rural Health Centre). 
The intent is not to continue as we are, but to 
create a new way of working that focuses on 
the strengths both services have to offer in 
serving one population. Taihape has always been on the leading edge of 
change and this is just another example of how rural communities create 

their own future. 
On behalf of the WRHN Chair; Ken Young and Board, the Chair of Taihape 
Directors; Julie Nitschke and Board, and the Integrated Development Leads; 
Tracey Piki Te Ora Hiroa and Jude MacDonald, we sincerely thank you 
Gemma for all you have given to ensure the services at Taihape Health have 
responded to the needs of the population. We appreciate that rural leaders 
have less ability to enjoy ‘quiet time’ and generally remain on call for their 
services, despite the day of the week or if they are on leave. We are aware of 
the time that you have committed to this role and wish you much peace and 
freedom to enjoy the next phase of your life, and new adventures no matter 
what they will be. 
Whanganui Regional Health 

 

 

Gemma Kennedy (L) and Julie Nitschke 
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Gardening in Taihape  

 

All of a sudden summer arrived, well what feels like summer 
anyway. These warmer days will produce vast growth 
throughout our gardens after the rainy season and now we will 
move into a period of watering and summer maintenance. 
Mulching will help preserve the moisture levels in our 
gardens and if you have mulch through the winter months then 
you’ll be ahead of the game. However mulching can still be a 
part of your gardening routine through November.  

Vegetables will benefit from fertilizing 
and spraying to help them in their 
growth and also keep pests at bay. Be 
sure to carefully cultivate your 
vegetable garden beds to rid them of 
weeds and to ensure a continuous 
throughout the summer a successional 
planting plan can be adopted. This will 
be sowing and planting in three to four 
week intervals of your favourite 
produce to see you through.  

For flowering through the summer, you can adopt the technique 
of removing rose shoots down to the nearest three or four buds 
will encourage later blooming.  

With any garden activities moving into summer the key will be 
observation. Watering when necessary, fertilizing and spraying 
these key components will bring your garden into full fruition.  

 

Happy Gardening.  
 

Brook O’Donnell 
 

 
This feature is written with advice from the Taihape Garden Club.   

Like/share/read comment on their Facebook Page 
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Horizons Bus  
Pick up 1st Thursday every month to Whanganui 
Pick up 3rd Thursday of every month to Palmerston North  
Buses leave at 9am from the Taihape Railway Station and then 
at 9:05am from the Town Hall 
Leaving at 3.00pm to return to Taihape 

Return fare $28.00pp, children under 5 are free 

Gold cards are 1/2 price 

Taihape Transfer Station 

Manu Road, Taihape 06 388 0170   
Monday 7:30am to 11:30am  
Tuesday CLOSED  
Wednesday 7:30am to 11:30am  
Thursday CLOSED  
Friday 7:30am to 11:30am  
Saturday 8am to 3pm  
Sunday 8am to 3pm  

Taihape Rural Health Centre 

3 Hospital Road, Taihape 06 388 0926   
Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5pm  
Saturday 9am to 12pm 

Taihape Public Library, Information Centre & Services  
102 Hautapu Street 06 388 0604 

Daily 9am to 5pm 

Taihape Pharmacy 

85 Hautapu Street, Taihape 06 388 0000  
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm  

Taihape Neighbourhood Support 
Contact Elizabeth Mortland 06 388 565 or 021 0261 6002 

Koha Shed 

Contact Beryl Kawau 027 265 9414 

Services Available in Taihape  
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Central       
Carpet     
Cleaning 
                   
> Carpets upholstery 
            
> Car upholstery 
            
> Flood restoration 
                
   Call:-Paul Mercer 
         06 388 0550 

         027 246 9378 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CFA  ELECTRICAL 

Call For All Electrical 

Call Matt or Ken  

06 3880333 

callforall@outlook.com 
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED  

 

For all your concrete placing,  
concrete cutting, concrete repairs 
and stone work.  

1.7 tonne digger available for site preparation and other   
minor  excavation & maintenance work.  
Members of Hazard Co. Photos of work completed available 
via our Facebook page.  

 
Please call 0211025986 or 3881553 or email concretecraftltd@gmail.com 
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CARTERZ CONTRACTING 
Call the team on 06 388 7779 OR 027 247 7925 

SPECIALISED SERVICES IN   

Metal and Fertiliser Cartage 

Spreading Metal for farm tracks 
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KB Appliances 
Fisher & Paykel Authorised Service Centre  

Washing machines , Dishwashers, Freeview Satellite installations                    

Hot Water Elements, Clothes Dryers, Broken Electrical Fittings                                  

Refrigeration & Ranges, (Simpson & Electrolux)                                                              

Kevin Bullin         
17 Wren St, Taihape 

 P 021 539787                                           
E  kbappl@hotmail.co.nz 
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THANK YOU 
The Taihape Community Development Group would like to 

thank the following organisations for providing grants towards 

projects and events that were organised for our community.  

Taihape Community Board 

Community Matters - Lottery Communities 

 

 

  

 TALK UP TAIHAPE  

 Advertising Prices and Deadline 
 

Voluntary Groups and Organisations, advertise your meetings and events  

in a classified advertisement (between 1/8 and 1/4 page) for FREE 

(subject to availability).  

 1 page (A5) $50   

 1/2 page  $30        

 1/4 page  $15 

Advert formatting & assistance $15 

All prices include GST 

Advertising deadline 12pm Thursday 1st December 2022 

Publication and distribution Thursday 8th December 2022 

Email Sarah: admin@taihape.co.nz or call 06 388 1307.   

Online version available through www.taihape.co.nz   
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Films coming up at the Majestic Theatre 

5c Tui Street, Taihape 

Cinemas are where memories are made! 

 

THE WOMAN KING M TBC 

 7pm Sat 12th Nov, 4pm Sun 13th Nov, 7pm Sun 20th 

BLACK PANTHER: WAKANDA FOREVER M 161min 

7pm Fri 11 Nov, 7pm 13th Nov, 7pm Sat 19th Nov 

EMILY M 130min 

4pm Sun 20th, 7pm Sat 26th Nov, 4pm Sun 27th Nov 

THE ROAD DANCE M 117min 

6pm Fri 2nd Dec, 7pm Sun 4th Dec, 7pm Sat 10th Dec, 4pm Sun 11th Dec 

ON THE LINE M 104min 

7pm Fri 25th Nov, 7pm Sun 27th Nov,7pm Sat 3rd Dec, 4pm Sun 4th Dec 

POKER FACE M TBA  

7pm Fri 9th Dec, 7pm Sun 11th Dec,  

 *Do check website that dates and times haven’t changed & 
any new 昀椀lms added 

www.majestictaihape.co.nz 

www.facebook.com/majestictaihape/ 

Or join our newsletter majestictaihape@gmail.com 


