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      TALK UP TAIHAPE                                    

Taihape Community Development Trust - December 2022 

 

 

Taihape Christmas Parade—what a great day! 
The weather was perfect on Saturday for our Taihape 
Christmas Parade. The Trust would like to say a  
HUGE THANK YOU to : 
 all the participants for your time. You all looked very sharp, and made 

our parade magic for our children, as they are who we do this for.   

 our Maori Wardens for managing the pedestrian crossings 

 Shiloh and his team from RTS Whanganui and the volunteers who 
worked the live lanes so that traffic continued to flow for our parade to 
continue safely.  

 Ariana, our Emcee, who did a fantastic job, and  

 Steve, who spent many hours setting everything up.  

The LUCKY SHOPPER WINNERS from the Late Night Trading 
evening on 1st December 2022 were drawn after the Christmas 
Parade by Constable Robertson. 
• First Prize - Tracy Murrell  $1000 vouchers donated by  

Taihape Community Development Trust 

• Second Prize - Taisha George $570 in vouchers donated by the Late 
Night Trading participating stores  

• Third Prize - Suzie Thomson won a children's bicycle donated by 
Taihape Honda valued at $300 

Our office closes on the 23rd December 2022 and reopens on 
the 9th January 2023. There is no January 2023 Talk Up 
Taihape. This will start back up in February 2023. 
On behalf of the Trustees, Sarah and I, we wish Taihape and 
District a Merry Christmas and a Safe & Happy New Year! See 
you all on the 28th January 2023 at Gumboot Day and A&P 
Show. 
Pania Winiata 

Project & Events Coordinator 
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An update from the Grandstand sub-committee  
of the Taihape Heritage Trust 

 

Heritage NZ listing: 
On December 15th 2022 the Taihape Memorial Park  
Grandstand listing proposal goes before the board of  
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, for final approval.   
It has been a journey of two years and three months to reach 
this last hurdle in protecting our iconic grandstand. In doing 
so ,the committee has learnt much about the listing process 
and how being listed can increase a building’s life of use in 
this time of earthquake risk and in providing access to funding. 
Working with the RDC: 
The Rangitikei District Council (RDC) has come on board with 
the aim of preservation, and has set aside a sum of one 
million dollars in the current Long-Term plan to kick start 
preservation of the Taihape Memorial Park  
Grandstand. Currently, we are  attempting to work closer with 
the RDC to ensure Taihape receives value for the time and 
money spent so far. We are still awaiting a draft of a heads of 
agreement, or a memorandum of understanding from the RDC 
that was being considered in May 2022 by the staff. 
Strengthening a heritage building: 
The committee understands that an independent engineer has 
approached the RDC regarding seismic strengthening of the 
Taihape Memorial Park Grandstand.  As yet we have not been 
made aware of any details of that plan. The committee has 
met with RDC Staff and been briefed on the proposed forms 
of strengthening and the prospective costings. 
Centenary: 
In 15 months’ time, 2024 will see the Taihape Memorial Park 
Grandstand reach its centenary. This will be a milestone worth 
celebrating. Planning will need to start early next year. Please 
start thinking about what different groups that you belong to, 
can do to celebrate this key date. 
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Christmas decorations needed—can you help? 

Donate your spare Christmas decorations to the Christmas 
Lunch and help decorate the Rugby Club rooms for the Taihape 
Christmas Lunch.  Contact the Trust at admin@taihape.co.nz or 
06 388 1307 for more details 
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Taihape Plumbing Ltd 
would like to thank you 
for all the business and 
support throughout the 
year and wish you all a 

safe and Merry 
Christmas. We will be 

closed from Friday 23rd 
until Monday 9th Jan 

Dene Smith 
0276008779, Jenny 

0274840103 
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Events Calendar  
 

11 December 2022 Community Carol Service with Arcadian 
Choir, St Margaret’s Church, Taihape, 10am 

11 December 2022 Mataroa Community Carol Service,  
St George’s Church, Mataroa, 2pm 

18 December 2022 Moawhango Community Carol Service, 
Batley Chapel, Moawhango, 5pm 

22 December 2022 Kawhatau Carol Service, St Stephen’s, 
Kawhatau, 7pm 

24 December 2022 Christmas Eve Service with Communion, 
St Margaret’s Church, Taihape, 8pm 

25 December 2022 Christmas Day Service with Communion, 
St Margaret’s Church, Taihape, 9.30am 

25 December 2022 Taihape Christmas Lunch, Taihape Rugby 
Clubrooms behind the Taihape Workingmens Club,           
Kuku St, 12pm 

28 January 2023 Gumboot Day and A&P Show, Memorial 
Park, Taihape, 10am to 3pm  

  

The Taihape St John Area Committee is asking people to 
donate non-perishable food so that we can put together a 
raffle for fundraising towards our new building.   
The Committee will sell raffle tickets at Gumboot Day/A&P 
Show on Saturday 28 January 2023. 
Please drop off donated items at the St John Ambulance 
Station, 24 Linnet Street. 

Help St John’s build its new 
home in Taihape 
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Taihape Arcadian Singers contact Esmé Haigh 027 309 1809 

Taihape Art Society meets every Monday at 10am to 2pm,    
contact Raema Mickleson 06 388 1138 

Taihape Community Garden help out at the community  
garden, contact Evelyn George 021 089 8672 

Taihape Contract Bridge Club meets every Monday at 7pm, 
contact Marion Cleaver on 06 388 0056 

Taihape Freemasons meets every 3rd Thursday except      Jan-
uary at 7pm, contact Greg 0274887555 or Stu 0273743145 

Taihape Friendship Group meets every 2nd and 4th     
Wednesday at 10am, contact Karen 027 240 2593 

Taihape Garden Club meets every 1st Thursday at 7pm,  
contact Brook O’Donnell 021 072 7500 

Mainly Music meets every Thursday 9:30am to 11am for       
babies to pre-schoolers at St. David’s, contact Jessica Baird                   
021 143 1591 

Taihape Men's Group meets every 2nd Friday at 1pm, contact 
Warren Couper 06 388 0199 

Taihape Museum open Sundays 11am to 2pm, contact Frances 
McKeown 021 0880 5952 

Taihape Older and Bolder contact Beth Carter 022 174 6611 

Taihape Rotary meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 5.45pm, 
Rustic Steakhouse, contact Theona Ormsby 021 122 2792 

Taihape Spinning Group meets every 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
10.30am to 3pm, contact Jenny Abernethy 06 388 1620  

Sustainable Taihape, sewing and working bees, contact   
Vanessa Witt 020 410 31577 

Te Roopu Oranga meets every Tuesday 2pm to 3pm and 
Thursday 10am to 11am for Tai Chi/Sit Fit for Kaumatua 65+,   
Hospital Cafeteria, contact Mokai Patea Services 06 388 1156  
Taihape Walkers Group meets every 3rd Saturday, contact 
Warren Couper 06 388 0199 

Whanau Hobby Hutt meets every Wednesday and Thursday at 
6pm to 8pm, contact Gary Johnston 027 446 4498 

Taihape and District Women’s Club meets every 1st   
Wednesday at 1.30pm, contact Viv Tantrum 06 388 0635 

Local Group Contact Details  
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Taihape Anglican Church 

 

Community Carol Service with Arcadian Choir , St Margaret's Church, 
Sunday 11 Dec @ 10am 

 

Mataroa Carol Service, St Georges Church, Mataroa, Sunday 11 Dec 
@ 2pm 

 

Moawhango Carol Service , Batley Chapel, Sunday 18  Dec @  5 pm 

 

Kawhatau Carol Service, St Stephens, Thursday 22 Dec @ 7 pm 

 

Christmas Eve Service with Communion, St Margaret's Church, 
Saturday 24 Dec, @ 8pm 

 

Christmas Day Service with Communion, St Margaret's Church, 
Sunday 25 Dec, @ 9:30am 

 

Anybody/everybody welcome at all of these services 
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Bells Diesel would like to wish to you and your loved ones 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year .  

Thank you for being such fantastic clients, especially as we  
navigated rebuilding our workshop and the delays within this time.  

We look forward to working alongside you all again in 2023. 

 

We will be closing December 22nd 2022 at 4.30 pm and  
reopen on at 8am on January 9th 2023 

During this time for emergency callouts,  
you can contact Craig on 027 279 1199.  

 

131-133 Hautapu street, Taihape 4720 

É 06 388 0449 |É027 332 2471  
 |ÉA/H 027 279 1199 

bellsdieseltruckandtractor@gmail.com 

mailto:bellsdieseltruckandtractor@gmail.com
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Gardening in Taihape  

 

Well summer should be in full swing by now but with some of 
these cooler mornings it may feel like it's not. However, our 
gardens will still be coming along and coming into full 
bloom. Pay attention to your garden's watering needs, despite 
all the rain we have had it's still a good idea to check moisture 
levels at this time. 
 

We should be seeing rapid growth in the vegetable garden and 
with this added moisture fruits and veggies will be utilising that 
to their full potential. Continuation of successive sowing will see 
summer vegetables including beans, beetroot, and carrots in full 
production throughout the warmer months. Pay close attention 
to pests and mildew, these can be prevented through topical 
spraying with home remedies or store-bought applications. 
 

Our flower beds will no doubt be in need of the same attention. 
Pest and mildew is best to be prevented rather than treated in 
my opinion and also pay close 
attention to the bed's moisture 
levels. Winter mulching should help 
in the area. For those species that 
have a prolific flower cycle fertilise 
and keep well hydrated, prune off 
any spent blooms and encourage 
new growth. This also applies to 
our lawns. All round a bit 
of attention for the specifics of pests, moisture and feeding will 
put your garden in great shape leading into the new year.  
 

Happy Gardening  

 

Brook O’Donnell 
 
This feature is written with advice from the Taihape Garden Club.   

Like/share/read comment on their Facebook Page 
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November Hui for Taihape Development 

On the 25th November, Tracey Hiroa and Jude MacDonald along with Ngawini Martin and 
Janine Rider, facilitated a hui with Taihape community and stakeholders to share the 
progress that has been made with the development of moving back into the Taihape Rural 
Health Centre. Approximately 50 people attended including community people, Police 
leaders, leaders from Rangitikei Council community development team, local leaders such 
as councillor Jill Duncan, Elizabeth Mortland, Ruth Rainey, Les Rowlands and Kuia Byford 
and various providers such as Jigsaw Whanganui, Te Whatu Ora Whanganui and clinical 
leaders from Taihape Health Limited. 

The intent of the hui was to revisit the purpose of the work, share how this collaboration met 
the intent and new direction for Health nationally, how the design has been changed to 
reflect the feedback we have received to date and to share how it will look and feel, given 
Duncan Sinclair the Architect from Blackpine played a 3D design model which helped people 
visualise the change. The team were thrilled with the positivity in the room and the 
encouragement we received from many of the people that were present. It was considered 
this development had the potential to really make an impact for the community. 

To revisit the purpose, the main aim is to provide an integrated and collaborative way of 
working that connects whanau with a range of sectors and providers that work together to 
keep our community well. 

We heard from Police Regional Commissioner Ross Grantham who was present, that 
working alongside providers, community and Iwi made perfect sense to support the 
community as a collective. He and his team stated that they are committed to the direction 
towards collaborative action and look forward to being included in Whānau centred actions to 
help people remain well and supported. We talked about how we all had to start to ‘lean in’ 
and listen to the person that had the existing relationship with the Whānau and work 
together, rather than work in isolation from each other.  

Tracey Hiroa shared that what she sees is not business as usual, but something that looks 
different and has us working in a different way and is Kaupapa driven. She talked about 
creating a new narrative and direction to inspire positive change. The facility changes are 
only just one part of the change process. 

While THL will use part of the kitchen space for meals on wheels preparation, it is intended 
the space will be opened to offer two designated spaces that can be used by Whānau and 
the community for social activities, in the creation of a café with work experience 
opportunities for our young people, and a gathering place for meeting and chatting. We also 
heard that the community needed a place to wait when their Whanau was being cared for by 
Chris Bennett Undertaker, and therefore having access afterhours and at weekends without 
impacting on the security of the provider services was key. Raising funding for the public 
space refurbishment is a necessary next step, so we ask the community to think about 
where this funding could be accessed from. 
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We described the model design and its relevance to the Locality plan that is being developed 
currently. We see relationships as key and hearing the whanau voice as part of the care 
planning and decision making is known to reduce gaps. Changing our language to one of 
wellness and wellbeing so that we consider the person rather than the illness is also key. We 
are committed as providers to address stigma and discrimination and we are positive about 
adopting the application of a Te Ao Māori world view that looks at all the areas that 
determine wellness such as housing, education, health, social and economic factors. We 
believe in changing to this way of working will address equity and improve health and 
wellness for all the community. 

Clearly maintaining a workforce that works well together is key. We announced the 
appointment of Ngawini Martin as the new Service Manager for Taihape Health Limited who 
replaces Gemma Kennedy who retired last week after many years working for the Taihape 
health services. Ngawini is currently transitioning from her role as a senior manager at Mōkai 
Patea Services and is the right fit to work alongside Sarah Collier at THL to ensure services 
are delivered well by a team that is well supported. Ngawini will also lead the merge of health 
and Whānau ora services into the RHC, and currently is working with Janine Rider to lead 
the design change with the teams. We have emphasised that the footprint of the RHC is the 
limiting factor for change, although Duncan reiterated very positively what a wonderful 
building and design the RHC is, so we are optimistic we will get a great working model. 

Duncan has been meeting with some of our workforce who will be key in the first 
development phases. The X-Ray will be relocated to the RHC first, and the new machine is 
waiting in Wellington, and following the consent approval process we hope to get started on 
this design change in the new year. Jean Tapp will move with the service when it is up and 
running and the old X Ray machine will be decommissioned. Maternity redesign will come 
next, and the midwives have worked with Duncan to get the design right, with internal and 
external spaces which we think will be an improvement on the space that is currently utilised. 
The final change in that corridor is the establishment of a link corridor, linking the space that 
was a general practice (and then the laundry for the Resthome) with the clinical / whanau ora 
space. This will offer better access and use of the space in this corner of the complex and 
enable the team to provide an infectious space should covid 19 or any other pandemic or 
infectious disease process surge in the community. When the space is not used for that 
purpose it will be able to be used flexibly and feel more connected to the main areas in use. 

Early conversations with Rangitikei Council leaders indicate that there is much we can do to 
work together and really collaborate to get the needs of the community met in a different 
way. We are encouraged by the parties that we have met with and the desire to work 
together. So community of Taihape, watch this space, change is happening !!!! 

On behalf of the team that are driving this development, we wish to take the time to wish you 
all the very best for the festive season. Enjoy time with your whanau and friends and we look 
forward to getting you together again in early 2023. 
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An update from the Town Hall sub-committee of the 
Taihape Heritage Trust 

 

On 30 November 2022 an initial meeting was held in the 
Majestic Theatre to form a sub-committee with the aim of 
bringing the Town Hall complex back into use and gathering 
support from the community. More details will be released 
after the committee has reached out to a wider range of users 
for feedback and assistance.     
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TAIHAPE FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

New to town or looking to meet new people, get out of the house  
for a couple of hours and share a few laughs?  
Come and join us for a cuppa and a chat, join in on a planned  
activity and even stay for lunch.  New members are very welcome. 
 

Meeting:  the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month between   

 10.00am and 1.00pm. 
Venue:  Taihape Rugby Rooms – 34 Kuku Street, Taihape 

Cost:  $  5.00 - on the day if NOT staying for lunch 

           $10.00 - on the day if you would like to have lunch with  
 the group* 
           $15.00 – Annual Membership Fee 

Contact:  Karen – 027 240 253  
*(please RSVP for catering purposes) 

 

Your Local Automotive Panel and Paint Shop. 
ICAR certi昀椀ed welder  

 

Private and Commercial 
Insurance Repairs 

Custom Paint 
Restorations 

Free Quotes 

 

214 O’taihape Valley Road 

06 388 0008, 027 8916688 

info@autore昀椀nishers.co.nz,  Open Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm 

mailto:info@autorefinishers.co.nz
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Horizons Bus  
Pick up 1st Thursday every month to Whanganui 
Pick up 3rd Thursday of every month to Palmerston North  
Buses leave at 9am from the Taihape Railway Station and then 
at 9:05am from the Town Hall 
Leaving at 3.00pm to return to Taihape 

Return fare $28.00pp, children under 5 are free 

Gold cards are 1/2 price 

Taihape Transfer Station 

Manu Road, Taihape 06 388 0170   
Monday 7:30am to 11:30am  
Tuesday CLOSED  
Wednesday 7:30am to 11:30am  
Thursday CLOSED  
Friday 7:30am to 11:30am  
Saturday 8am to 3pm  
Sunday 8am to 3pm  

Taihape Rural Health Centre 

3 Hospital Road, Taihape 06 388 0926   
Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5pm  
Saturday 9am to 12pm 

Taihape Public Library, Information Centre & Services  
102 Hautapu Street 06 388 0604 

Daily 9am to 5pm 

Taihape Pharmacy 

85 Hautapu Street, Taihape 06 388 0000  
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm  

Taihape Neighbourhood Support 
Contact Elizabeth Mortland 06 388 565 or 021 0261 6002 

Koha Shed 

Contact Beryl Kawau 027 265 9414 

Services Available in Taihape  
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED  
 

For all your concrete placing,  
concrete cutting, concrete repairs and 
stone work.  
1.7 tonne digger available for site 
preparation and other minor excavation 

& maintenance work. Members of Hazard Co. Photos of work 
completed available via our Facebook page.  
Merry Christmas from our team. We will be taking a break from 

the 23rd December until the 16th of January. Thank you for 
your support in 2022.  

 

Please call 0211025986 or 3881553 or email concretecraftltd@gmail.com 
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Central       
Carpet     
Cleaning 
                   
> Carpets upholstery 
            
> Car upholstery 
            
> Flood restoration 
                
   Call:-Paul Mercer 
         06 388 0550 

         027 246 9378 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CFA  ELECTRICAL 

Call For All Electrical 

Call Matt or Ken  

06 3880333 

callforall@outlook.com 
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CARTERZ CONTRACTING 
Call the team on 06 388 7779 OR 027 247 7925 

SPECIALISED SERVICES IN   

Metal and Fertiliser Cartage 

Spreading Metal for farm tracks 
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KB Appliances 
Fisher & Paykel Authorised Service Centre  

Washing machines , Dishwashers, Freeview Satellite installations                    

Hot Water Elements, Clothes Dryers, Broken Electrical Fittings                                  

Refrigeration & Ranges, (Simpson & Electrolux)                                                              

Kevin Bullin         
17 Wren St, Taihape 

 P 021 539787                                           
E  kbappl@hotmail.co.nz 
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THANK YOU 
The Taihape Community Development Group would like to 

thank the following organisations for providing grants towards 

projects and events that were organised for our community.  

Taihape Community Board 

Community Matters - Lottery Communities 

 

 

  

 TALK UP TAIHAPE  

 Advertising Prices and Deadline 
 

Voluntary Groups and Organisations, advertise your meetings and events  

in a classified advertisement (between 1/8 and 1/4 page) for FREE 

(subject to availability).  

 1 page (A5) $50   

 1/2 page  $30        

 1/4 page  $15 

Advert formatting & assistance $15 

All prices include GST 

Advertising deadline 12pm Thursday 2nd February 2023 

Publication and distribution Thursday 9th February 2023 

Email Sarah: admin@taihape.co.nz or call 06 388 1307.   

Online version available through www.taihape.co.nz   
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