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Anybody forgotten to turn back 
their clock earlier this month and 
ended up missing the occasion for a 
sleep in? April already and with 
that, we’re well into Autumn 
(although it sometimes feels like 
winter!). Welcome to another issue 
of the Talk up Taihape. Plenty to 
talk about!  

Firstly, this year’s Taihape  
Gumboot Day® Family Festival was 
a very successful event. We wel-
comed between 3,500 and 4,000 
people that Saturday and the feed-
back has been overwhelmingly pos-
itive. The support which we re-
ceived in the organising of the 
event was very encouraging, look at 
all that was on offer! Over 60 vol-
unteers were involved running the 
various demonstrations, entertain-
ment, workshops and displays. The 
RNZAF Helicopter gave the whole 
event that little bit extra and the 
bouncy castles, circus zone and 
shows made sure every child had 
something to do.  

Furthermore, the next event on our 
calendar is the 125 celebration of 
Taihape. Taihape’s birthday is  
Sunday 15 September which is 5 
months away. The TCDT is looking 
for a group of enthusiasts to  
organize a celebration for our  
community. We are happy to  
support the organisers with  
administration, funding applica-
tions, publicity and the like,  
however we feel this is a brilliant 
opportunity for some of you to 
stand up and take charge! Please 
let us know if you have any ideas or 
suggestions and remember, ‘many 
hands make light work’. 

Last but not least, the Rangitikei 
District Council has started consul-
tation process in our community 
regarding our Annual Plan 2019/20. 
You will find a summary in this 
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newsletter, but for more infor-
mation on how to make a submis-
sion, where and when you can at-
tend a public meeting, or to view 
the full Consultation Document and 
draft Annual Plan visit 
www.rangitikei.govt.nz.   

Enjoy your newsletter, till next 
month!.  

Gumboot Day® 2019 

Gumboot Day was laid out on the 
two back fields of Memorial Park, 
with the entrance to the right of 
the Grandstand. People were wel-
comed by stallholders providing a 
large variety of products and infor-
mation to visitors and a view of the 

bouncy castles, demonstrations 
and activities available. We had a 
large stage which hosted our local 
talent who entertained the crowds 
the whole day. Special thanks go to 
Steve Cross (Vray sound & light de-
sign) who again provided a very 
impressive display, the Taihape Ar-
ea School bands that showed us 
that we have quite some upcoming 
local talent and the Bush Chooks’ 
duet with Fred & Cynthia Hammer.  

Gumboot Day Workshops ‘Have a 
Go’ – Next to the stage were the 
four workshops, open to anyone 
who wanted to have a go at wood-
work, bees wax wrap making and/
or A3 gumboot decorating. The 

http://www.rangitikei.govt.nz
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wood workshop was held by Gary 
Johnson, one of the TCDT trustees, 
who runs the Whanau Hobby Hut 
Taihape from the old Scouts’ Hall 
on Wednesday evenings. The bees 
wax wrap making workshop was 
hosted by Annette Foster, who 
lives in Waiouru and happily volun-
teered her time (and that of her 
husband and two boys) to help out 
on Gumboot Day. Finally, the A3 
paper gumboot decoration work-
shops. Ruapehu REAP had the 
pleasure of teaming up with 
Taihape Community Development 
Trust again this year. Our Early 
Childhood Education Coordinator 
Tania visited some of the local Ear-
ly Childhood Centre’s and Play-
groups to encourage the children 
to participate in this activity. This, 
as it has in previous years, was 
popular with the tamariki. On 
Gumboot Day we had a stall where 
children (and adults) could come 
along and decorate an A3 gum-
boot. This proved to be extremely 
popular with over 75 gumboots 
decorated and the tent populated 
with people of all ages for most of 
the day! We had some amazing 
entries with some really awesome 

artwork! What a fantastic day and 
such a great opportunity for us to 
help out in our community. 

Gumboot Day Face Painting All 
Smiles - This year the TCDT invest-
ed in top quality face paints and 
better equipment in response to 
last year’s high demand. Thanks, 
must go to Raquel Duncan who 
organized the Face paint tent, and 
her talented local team of volun-
teers that had a queue all day 
showing how popular it was. Send-
ing delighted children back into 
Gumboot day from butterflies to 
Spiderman and moose, (and all of 
them smiling!), Shonda Devane, 
who once again gave valuable 
hours of her time, said, “It’s the 
children’s reactions that I do it for, 
they just love seeing themselves in 
the mirror!” Claire Platts, Janine 
Gordon, and local beautician, Sasha 
(Aleksandra Horton), also gave 
freely up their time. Sasha sent her 
first young man out sporting a fab-
ulous dragon and afterwards said 
helping out on the day was an 
“awesome experience.” Everyone 
agreed that the key to making the 
experience better for the volun-
teers and the children was getting 
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more people to do less time each; 
keeping the smiles going all day. See 
you next year; will you be a Unicorn 
or a Wolf? 

Demonstrations, Rides & Displays – 
We hope you all got to enjoy the 
ponies that were at Gumboot Day, 
showing off their dress and making 
children smile! And how about the 
blacksmith showing his trade, the 
sheep shearer demonstrating his 
skills and the dogs being washed! 
There were displays by St Johns Am-
bulance personnel and volunteers, 
the fire brigade and Taihape Muse-
um vintage machinery and the New 
Zealand army. A must see was an 
Airforce helicopter making a grand 
entrance! Finally, there were the 
motor bike rides bringing smiles to 
many kids faces and the classic cars 
being displayed brought smiles to 
both kids and adults alike !). We 
really hope we can count on you all 
again next year!  

Competitions—What would Gum-
boot Day be without its annual com-
petitions. Each year the Taihape 
Community Development Trust puts 
on an ‘A3 paper gumboot deco-
rating’ competition and both this 

one and the ‘decorate a real gum-
boot’ competition were sponsored 
by the Wool Company and Norse-
wear, providing prizes suitable for 
the upcoming winter. The coloring in 
competition was a bit of a challenge 
to start with, finding templates 
sounds easier than it is…. But the 
smiles on winners’ faces made it 
worth our while. Prizes were spon-
sored by both TCDT and Taihape Pa-
per Plus.  

Gumboot Day itself had an addition-
al three competitions: ‘Fly Palmy 
Have a go at a Gumboot Throw’, The 
Cake Baking Competition and the 
Fred Dagg Look-a-Like Competition.  

Fly Palmy ‘Have a Go at a Gumboot 
Throw’! – Every year a very popular 
activity and the Fly Palmy volunteers 
were busy all day managing entries 
from all different age groups. They 
were assisted by an army of volun-
teers from the Taihape Area School 
who spent most of their time collect-
ing gumboots from the field. At the 
end of the day, the winners were 
presented with cash prizes and 
goodie bags which were sponsored 
by Taihape Rotary and Fly Palmy.  
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF John Colin HAITANA 

A big thank you to everyone who supported us during our 
sad loss. Thank you for the stories & memories you 

shared. They truly helped our family & highlighted what a 
special person Colin was. We are very grateful & touched 

by the kindness & aroha shown towards our family by 
each and everyone of you. 

Thank you, The Haitana Family 



 8 

Cake Baking Competition – We had 
some amazing cakes enter the cake 
decorating competition, wow 
Taihape has talent! We had 7 youth 
entries and 4 adult entries, the 
public chose a winner by selecting 
their favourite and casting a vote. 
For Adults we had Katie from 
Waiouru taking out first with her 
beautiful rainbow cake, Renee 2nd 
and Crystal third. For the kids we 
had a joint first from Graces owl 
cake and Poppy & Emma’s turtle 
cake and 3rd was Caleb with is cute 
sheep cake. Thank you goes to Wild 
Roses for supporting us with your 
fantastic prizes and to Kirsty Fannin 
for running this competition.  

Finally, the Fred Dagg Look-a-Like 
Competition – We did not have 
many entries, but our own Sue 
Woollaston took away first prize in 
the adult category and the two Sev-
erinsen cleared out the kids catego-
ry. Prizes were sponsored by the 
Behemoth Brewing Company, Skel-
lerup Red Band and the National 
Army Museum. 

All the WINNERS of the various 
competitions have been notified 
and can be found on the Gumboot 
Day Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/GumbootDay. 

We are yet to decide on a date for 
next year so if you enjoyed this 
year’s event and don’t want to miss 
next year’s one… sign up.  

World Boot Throwing Champs—
This year, Gumboot Day hosted the 
World Boot Throwing Champion-
ships which were being organized 
by the NZBTA. Visitors from over-
seas participated in this event,  
together with many New Zealand 
competitors.   

Thank you: 

We can’t finish an article about 
gumboot day without reiterating 
how important our volunteers were 
on this day. We have mentioned 
many prior in this article however 
are aware that we have missed 
many of our heroes. Thank you, 
thank you, thank you! Without you 
this day would not have been possi-
ble. It just shows, a small communi-
ty can do big things as long as we 
all support each other. We look 
forward to working with you all 
again next year and hope to see 
many new faces join our ‘Taihape 
Volunteer Army’ making sure that 
Taihape puts on awesome events! 

http://www.facebook.com/GumbootDay
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TAIHAPE WOMEN'S 
CLUB AGM 

Wednesday 1st May 

at 1.30 pm 

All Welcome 

We urge you all to come 
along to discuss the future 

of our Women's Club 
Rooms.  

Subs are now due.  

TAIHAPE MUSEUM 

AGM  

ALL WELCOME! 
         

Monday 15th April 
7pm.  

Museum Hall. 
  

‘Come be a part of the   
future to save the past’ 

DIAL A DRIVER – COLIN MOWER  021 130 3586 

Available: Thursday, Friday, Saturdays 6pm till late 

DIAL A DRIVER is available to drive groups / sports clubs etc to any 
function local or regional. Fee is negotiable at time of booking. 

Fare Schedule: 

 Town boundary (2kms)     $5.00pp 

 Over 2kms       $10.00pp 

 More than 5kms      Negotiable 

 12-seater Van available for group trips  Price neg 

If you require a driver and van outside of the stated hours, please call 
we are happy to discuss terms. 

ENJOY YOUR NIGHT OUT – LET US DRIVE YOU HOME!! 

U DRINK I DRIVE – MAKES SENSE DOESN’T IT? 
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TAIHAPE’S  125th  
BIRTHDAY IS  

APPROACHING 

Who would like to be part 
of the organising  

committee?  
 

The Taihape Community 
Development Trust (TCDT) 

will provide  
administrative support, 
funding applications etc 

where and when required. 
 

 

Please  contact  
our offices on 

#06 388 1307 
or   

admin@taihape.co.nz 
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   OKAKA ANGUS 

   ~Open Day~ 

WEDNESDAY 8TH MAY 2019  

          1PM START 

 

 STUD OBJECTIVE: - To provide Moderate,  
Consistent, Fertile Beef Genetics of High  
Quality to Steep Hill Country Farmers. 

 Falkirk Accredited (I.Walsh) – Optimal animals 
to market. 

 Fully Registered Angus Members & Breed Plan 
users. 

 Current 50 Stud Cows, Herd Sires, 2yr Heifers  
& Weaners on Show. 

 Also for Sale 7 R2yr Bulls & MA Bulls. 
 At the conclusion a BBQ & Drinks will be  

available. 
 

For Further Details Contact:  
Paul Revell  (06) 3887519 

 

Stephen Harris: 0274 423 546 or   
Blair Robinson: 0274 42 3546  
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TREASURE TROVE 

122- 124 Hautapu Street Taihape 

RELOCATION SALE! 
Treasure Trove offers a great selection of new and used 
furniture, beds, lounge suites, dining table & chairs, fridg-
es, washing machines, dryers, freezers and lots more……… 

 

Call in and see Geoff   
make an offer! 

 

Moving shortly to 61 Hautapu street. 
Delivery service available. 

Phone: (06) 388 1956    Mobile 021 451 974 
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BELL’S DIESEL TRUCK & TRACTOR 

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS & SERVICING 

WARRANT INSPECTIONS 

 

WINDSCREEN REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT 

STOCKIST OF CALTEX OIL, 
MOTOBATT & ENDURANT BATTERIES 

PHONE: 06 388 0449 

ADDRESS: 131-133 HAUTAPU STREET, TAIHAPE 

      Talk up Taihape 

 Advertisement Pricing & 

Deadline 

Voluntary Groups & Organisations, advertise your meetings & events in a 
classified advertisement (between 1/8 and 1/4 page) for FREE (subject to 
availability). Otherwise, cost are as follows: 

1 page (A5)  $50 

1/2 page  $30 

1/4 page  $15 

Deadline for the next issue is:  
Thursday  2nd May 2019 with publication & distribution on the 9th.  

Email your interest to Frances: admin@taihape.co.nz  

Classifieds are $10 (that’s 1/8 page).  
Packages are available for  
12-months (running the same advert).  
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Ph;0273162341   Email: karenhughes@xtra.co.nz    
Clinics  in Ohakune, Taihape, Whanganui 
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THANK YOU!! 

The TCDT, would like to thank the 
following organisations in providing 
grants towards activities & events 
that were organised for our commu-
nity in the previous 12 months: 

• Taihape Community Board 

• Lottery Communities 

 

Locally owned and operated   
concrete placing, concrete cutting, 
concrete repairs and stone work.  

1.7 tonne digger available for site 
preparation and other minor  
excavation & maintenance work. 

Members of Hazard Co. 

Photos of work completed available 
via our Facebook page. 

Please call 0211025986 or 3881553 

concretecraftltd@gmail.com 
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TAIHAPES GARDEN CLUB WORKING BEE 

Over 2 days The Garden Club will be tackling the 
weeds & vines on Mt. Stewart. 

Everyone Welcome! 
27th and 28th APRIL  Weather permitting 

From 9am to 12 noon each day. Come & help keep 
the reserve looking good. Just turn up outside the 
gate  nearest to Safari Motel. Bring gloves, water, 

snack & gardening gear.  
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Visit us on Facebook to be kept informed 

about what’s going on in Taihape! We  
advertise our events , newsletters and what’s 
going on in Taihape in general. Click ‘follow’ 
to become one of our over 2,100 followers. 

www.facebook.com/TaihapeNZ 

Why shouldn’t you tell 
a secret on a farm?… 
Because the potatoes 
have eyes and the corn 
has ears!  

http://www.facebook.co.nz/taihapenz
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Youth  In District  
Make  

A Difference 

The Rangitikei District Council 
was thrilled to receive 21 high 
caliber application from youth 
across the district who were 
keen to join the very first Ran-
gitikei Youth Council.  

It was with great difficulty that 
11 were chosen. The Youth 
Council participated in their 
training weekend at River Val-
ley 15 – 17 March. The formal 
and casual conversations were 
filled with ideas and energy on 
how, together, we can improve 
the lives, engagement and  
connection of our youth.  

The group will be creating their 
social media presence on  
Facebook and Instagram,  
connecting with the wider 
youth community and seeking 
feedback on hot topics and  
ssues of interest.. The voice of 
our districts youth will be 
heard, make sure your voice-

box is a part of it. 

Ngā mihi    Nardia Gower 
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The New Zealand Boot-throwing  Association 

thanks the following for their support of the 

Skellerup World Boot-throwing Championships 2019 

Gretna Hotel · Curly & Bronwyn Troon · Balance · Rangitikei 
District Council · Tweeddale Apiaries · Rotary Club of 

Taihape · Skellerup · Taihape Information Centre · Helen 
Kelly  Kate Abel Colin and Margaret Baird · Fraser Gordon  · 
Kristin &Matt Churchward · Richard McMillan · Kim Welch  · 
Miho Davies  · Darryll Hesketh · Vray Sound & Light · Ariana 

Hansen · Kieran Fowler · Daryl Fowler · Richard Aslett  · 
George & Diana Turney  · Michelle Fannin  · Elizabeth  

Mortland  · Lasercraft · Bonds Jewellers  · 4 Square Taihape · 
Area School  · Awastone · TWMC · Mayor Andy Watson   · 

Hautapu Rural Supplies 

 

A big thanks to the Taihape community who made our  
visitors feel very welcome – they all enjoyed the hospitality 

shown them and will be back in the future. 

 

WINNERS-To find out the list of winners from Girls/Boys  
to Teams and Seniors please visit the  

Gumboot Day Facebook Page. 
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 The Arcadian Singers will present a very interesting and var-
ied programme for their first concert of the year. They will 
be joined by Charlotte Oswald, soprano .Several young chil-
dren will sing solo & will join the Arcadians in a chorus. 
The programme includes works by New Zealand composers 
Dorothy Buchanan, David Hamilton our own Helen Gordon. 
Charlotte Oswald will be the soloist in David Hamilton's 
"From Away" ,a work especially commissioned for the Choir. 
There will be novelty items, and children's solos as well as 
choruses by Brahms ,Handel and Rachmanninof. The chil-
dren will join the choir to sing John Rutter's  "Look at The 
World" 

The conductor is Helen Gordon with Alison Stewart at the 
piano. As usual there will be one of Taihape's sumptuous 
afternoon teas! 
The concert will be held at St. David's Church Taihape On  
Sunday May 5at 2pm        Admission $15 at the door. 

Arcadians  IN Concert 

Sunday May 5 at 2pm. 
 Programme features  works by New Zealand com-

posers,with varied classical and novelty items. 
 Soloist Charlotte Oswald and childrens chorus. 

 Admission at door $15 Children free 

St.Davids Church, Huia Street, Taihape 
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Taihape Gumboot Day® Family Festival 
Thank you to our Sponsors …  

and those of you that choose not to be named!  

Taihape and Districts RSA Dawn Service 

6:00 am - Thursday 25th April 2019 

90 Hautapu Street Taihape 4720 New Zealand 

Parade forms up at the Town Hall at 05:00 AM and marches north 
along Hautapu Street to the War Memorial, where the Dawn Service 

is held commencing at 06:00 am.  
 

At the conclusion of the Service 
the Parade marches to the Work-

ingmen's Club for breakfast. 
 


