Time flies when you’re having
fun…. And before you know it,
2018 is been and gone! We’ve got
one of the most busy times ahead
of us though, Christmas! Who’s
got their ‘Elf on the Shelf’ out?
Who’s started Christmas shopping;
who is getting their float ready for
the Christmas Parade; who is practicing lyrics for Christmas in the
Park; and finally, who’s got their
Christmas cake cooked and ready
to go? Goodness me, Christmas is
definitely on its way… who’s noticed the Christmas Lights going
up!?
The Taihape Community Development Trust (TCDT) is busy as always, currently organising the
Christmas Parade, and on the side
lines Christmas in the Park. It’s
going to be a great weekend (first
Saturday & Sunday in December)!
Have you filled out your form for a
float yet? Santa will be there with
his elves and many more floats will
be part of this year’s event.

the New Zealand Boot Throwing
Association (Chair: Curly Troon).
More about that further on in this
newsletter.
Finally, the TCDT would like to introduce Frances McKeown as the
newest addition to the team:
I came to live in Taihape from
Hawkes Bay 2 ½ years ago. I didn’t
realise that what a difference 2
hours away could make in lifestyle.
The amazing bush, scenery and
pace of life is great!
I am part of the Taihape Museum
team of volunteers and committee
members, and you may have seen
me occasionally at The Majestic
Theatre where I help run the Nibble Nook and projection. I have a
streak of green thumb & garden so
sit in on the Horticulture Club for
tricks of the trade & belong to two
Bee Clubs which is fun. I’m slowly
getting to know people & Taihape
Continued on page 3.

Although still a wee while away,
organization has also started for
Gumboot Day 2019. This year it
will include the World Boot Throwing Championships, organized by
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but apparently you have to be here
over 30 years to be a local.
Regardless of the above mentioned activities I still have time
and have therefore taken the opportunity to join the team at the
town hall with the Taihape Community Development Trust as
Office assistant.
Taihape may not have wineries
and beaches but it has beauty so
I’m here to stay!

We at the TCDT are super happy
to have Frances on board and we
look forward to introducing her
further to you.
If you wish to contact either
Frances or Eva, phone 06 388 1307
or 0210 247 1683. Email addresses
are admin@taihape.co.nz for
Frances and info@taihape.co.nz
for Eva.
Take care and till next month!

Taihape Women's Club Christmas Lunch
Wednesday 5th December at 11.30am.
$25 per person
As numbers are required for catering purposes please phone Viv on
3880635 before 2nd December.
There will be entertainment. All are welcome.
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Otis Frizzell has transformed the
public side of Taihape’s Farmlands
building with his brand of Kiwi ingenuity, great use of strong block
colour –Andy Warhol style -and
black and white spray cans to create the massive mural of 5 sheep
and 1 lamb.
The “HeART of the Community”
project has chosen 15 Farmlands’
stores nationally to be part of the
“largest NZ art exhibition you can’t
take home”, said Farmlands’ general manager of operations
Malcolm Scrymgeour.

Local store manager, Mike Collings, said they were, “rapped to
be picked”, from the total of 86
stores. He felt their mural was
very eye catching and had been
well received by the public.
Genuinely engaging, Otis spoke at
the opening of the mural,
(November 3rd), saying that he had
spent time in Taihape and found a
few characters; he wanted to reflect this and our rural flavour with
his art, inject some humour, have
some fun. He spoke fondly of his
taco truck, life as a ‘Westie’ and
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how much he had enjoyed hanging
out in Taihape’s cafes meeting the
locals. Ray Seymour Emceed the
occasion, adding his own colour,
and Andy Watson also said a few
words along with Scrymgeour.
Visiting our iconic Gumboot, by
Geoff Thomson, Otis realised what
a great piece of art it is: the
colours, the way it twists. Not
wanting to take away from it, or
compete in any way, he decided to
go with the sheep, each one with
it’s own personality. His wife, Sarah, suggested the Warhol approach to accommodate the challenges of his ‘canvas’ and he personalized the lamb with his graffiti
artist tag ‘Opto’. This is the first
mural of the eight to be done by
Otis.
Despite the weather not playing
ball there was a good turn out of
locals to see the fabulous finished
product, meet the Artist, partake
of a BBQ sausage and throw a
gumboot at Curly Troon, President

of the NZBTA, with local champion, Kristin Gordon, showing Otis
how it was done, “She smoked
me!” he said.
Mike described the project as
quite an undertaking, over five
days, where it never seemed to
stop raining: “We hope the locals
like it… its Farmlands gift to
Taihape.
Being
share-holder
owned and rural based, it was a
way of giving back”.
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Taihape Community Christmas Lunch
Each year Taihape hosts a lunch
on Christmas Day in the spirit of
Community and Fellowship.
This year the Taihape Community
Development Trust will be hosting
the lunch at Taihape Rugby Club
Rooms in Kuku Street.
As the events popularity grows
year on year so does expenditure
and with this in mind TCDT requests any donations of foodgrocery vouchers or items to supplement the budget allocated for
this event.
All items will be gratefully received and can be deposited at

Taihape Town Hall Information
Centre.
Taihape has always been known
for its generosity and in the spirit
of A Christmas Carol even Mr
Scrooge was convinced to donate
and Tiny Tim had the best Christmas ever thank you Mr Dickens
and thanks in advance for your
kind donation.
If you have any questions regarding the above or want to express
your interest to attend, please
phone 06 388 1307 or email
info@taihape.co.nz.
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With Christmas just around the
corner the Christmas lights of
Taihape have been installed to
illuminate the main street of
Taihape.

high winds, varying temperatures
and manhandling for installation
and removal. Prior to installation
the stars are inspected for defects
and repairs.

It was due to the generosity of
many sponsors that these stars
again grace our lampposts creating a warm fuzzy for the evening travelers and civic pride for
the locals. Designed by Keep
Taihape Beautiful in 2003 and
made locally by Taihape Engineering the eight stars have been
highly commended for their design and robustness necessary for
longevity, the ability to withstand

The lightbulb harnesses & flags on
the lampposts compliments of
the council, add further color &
interest to the mainstreet. Interestingly Taihape is always the first
town on SH1 to be graced with
Christmas lights which are scheduled to remain till early February.
Again thanks to all the sponsors &
to the installers Alf Downs Street
Lighting Ltd from the committee
of Keep Taihape Beautiful.
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Presenting :
A Festival of Dance
At the Taihape Town Hall
Saturday 15th December
at 6 pm. Door sales: $15 per
adult and children $8 (under 5 are Free).
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RATS – Riders Against Teenage Suicide & General Info
RATS a RIDE AGAINST TEENAGE SUICIDE is coming to Taihape on the 8th December for three days to help our youth and families understand why our
children commit suicide.
Directly or indirectly have YOU been affected by suicide?
"It's an epidemic within our communities, within our young ones. We don't
have the solutions. But we want to bring awareness," says Tama

Eminukutepuka, regional R.A.T.S leader.
•
Saturday 8th set up at The Triangle crn of Hautapu & Huia Street:Gazebo, coffee and tea, talking to people
•
Sunday 9th afternoon/evening- Candles lit to signify lives lost overnight.
•
Monday 10th – “Chalk The Talk”. Invite to ALL kids to write down their
thoughts on suicide.
In 2013, the youth suicide rate was 18.0 deaths per 100,000.There were
twice as many male youth suicides as female youth suicides in 2013.
www.stats.govt.nz 2013.

WHITE RIBBON 2018
2018 Respectful Relationships Campaign – STAND UP
White Ribbon promotes respectful relationships
between men and women. Respect is the behaviour we
want instead of violence.
This year we’re asking men to ‘stand up’ by taking the
online pledge and committing to take one or more actions.
‘Violence isn’t just physical, it’s also emotional or verbal behaviour used to
control someone through fear. Things we say, or don’t say, contribute to
the abuse. Using fear or domination to get what you want is not OK’.
Encouraging men to stand up and speak out and act to prevent violence
towards women by taking The Pledge and committing to take one of eight
specific actions. Men can make this commitment and learn more at
https://whiteribbon.org.nz.
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BELL’S DIESEL
TRUCK & TRACTOR
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS & SERVICING
WARRANT INSPECTIONS
WINDSCREEN REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT
STOCKIST OF CALTEX OIL,
MOTOBATT & ENDURANT
BATTERIES
PHONE
06 388 0449
131-133 HAUTAPU STREET,
TAIHAPE
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Last chance to enter your float in the Christmas Parade 2018!!
How to enter: fill out these two forms by Monday 26th November and email them to info@taihape.co.nz; post to PO
Box 25, Taihape 4742; or take them to the Taihape Information Centre.
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The Lowdown on Iron
Feeling exhausted and rundown?
You may not be getting enough
iron for your needs. Iron is an essential mineral that has a number
of jobs in the body, including making healthy red blood cells. These
deliver oxygen to all of your other
cells where it is used to create energy – so it’s not surprising that
you can feel extremely fatigued if
you are not getting enough iron,
or not absorbing it properly.
Low iron does not only lead to
fatigue though – several other
symptoms can reveal something is
not quite right.
Iron Famine
Do you experience any of the following?
These are all tell-tale signs you
may need an iron assessment:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dizziness;
Allergies;
Frequent colds or flu;
Headaches;
Paleness on the inside of
lower eyelids;
Restless legs; and/or
Dry and damaged hair or
skin.

Or perhaps you (or someone you
know) fall into one of the following groups of people more at risk
of developing low iron levels. This
can be due to increased need for
iron, dietary choices, or an ageing
stomach affecting digestion:
•
•
•
•
•

Pregnant or menstruating
women;
Teenagers;
Vegetarians and vegans;
Athletes; and/or
The elderly.

If you can relate to any of the
above symptoms or suspect you
may have increased need for an
iron ‘check-up’, speak to your Natural Healthcare Practitioner today.
For more about understanding
your iron levels, valuable dietary
sources and the key nutrients required to help iron function best,
make an appointment today.
Karen Hughes
Ph; 027 316 2341
Email; karenhughes@xtra.co.nz
Clinics in Ohakune, Whanganui
and Taihape,
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THANK YOU!!
The TCDT, would like to thank the
following organisations in providing
grants towards activities & events
that were organised for our community in the previous 9 months:
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SANTA…..
IS COMING…..
TO TOWN…..
But he needs your help!
Get your floats out for the Taihape Christmas Parade.
All community groups-clubs- schools -organizations
and businesses put your float together and join the parade.
Saturday 1st December from 12 till 1pm (SH1)
Please contact Eva at info@taihape.co.nz for a form to
enter your float.
More details can be found on pages 16 & 17 of this
newsletter, or go to www.facebook.co.nz/taihapenz or
www.taihape.co.nz/events/christmasparade2018
Q: How did the ornament get
addicted to Christmas?
A; He was hooked on trees
his whole life.
Q: What is the wettest
animal at the North Pole?
A: The rain-deer
20
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• Saturday 26 January – Have a

Go (10.00am-2.00pm) + North
Island
Championships
(2.30pm) – at the Taihape A&P
Show, Memorial Park, Taihape
• Saturday 9 March – Have a Go

(12.15-2.00pm) + New Zealand Championships (2.00pm)
– at the Hilux NZ Rural Games,
The Square, Palmerston North
• Saturday/Sunday 23-24 March

– Skellerup World Bootthrowing Championships –
Memorial Park, Taihape
January’s Have a Go gumboot
throwing caters for ages 6 years90+ years. The top six women
and top six men on the leaderboard at 2.00pm go through to
compete in the North Island
Champs at 2.30pm. Prizes are
$300 (1st); $200 (2nd); $100
(3rd). There are also cash prizes
for youth.
The top three women and the top
three men then form the North
Island team to go through to the
New Zealand Champs. Travel and
accommodation will be covered.

At the NZ Champs the New Zealand team of three women and
three men will be chosen
to compete in the Skellerup
World
Boot-throwing
Champs. Throwers from at least
Finland, Sweden, Estonia, Italy,
Germany, Australia, England are
expected.
The South Island Champs were
held at the Canterbury A&P Show
on Friday 16 November.

Please note that the North Island
Boot Throwing Championships will
be held at the Taihape A&P Show
on Saturday 26 January 2019.

Gumboot Day 2019 will cater for
the unusual ‘Have a Go’ and is being held on Saturday 23 March. It
will also include the first day of
the Skellerup World Boot-throwing
Championships.
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the hassle of travelling, being
together and having fun as a
group.

The focus of Taihape Older and
Bolder is to support all older
people in our community to age
positivity and feel valued both
within their families and the
community.
The aim of the organisation is
to stimulate the socially isolated older rural people both mentally
and
physically.
To ensure we provide quality
programmes, activities, education and service for the benefit
of older people in our community.
The programme is organised by
the coordinator, with support
from the committee and guidance from its members. We organise shows, trips etc together
with other people, taking out

Some of our recent outings:
Wicked the musical in Palmerston North, Christmas Craft
Markets in Feilding, and we
have organised a trip to Whanganui to see Social Climbers,
Raetihi to see a Pantomime, A
mystery trip in December.
Next year we are going to Auckland in January to see the Big
Musical Aladdin, the country
music festival in Marton, the
Rail Cart rides through the tunnels along the forgotten highway just to name a few.
If you are interested in joining
Older and Bolder, come see
Michelle Fannin at the REAP
offices on Mondays. The joining
fee is $20 for the year, for this
you get access to the 6 weekly
newsletters filled with great
information and news, and also
subsidised trips as a Older and
Bolder member.
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You can also ring Michelle on
06 388 0109 or 0211526412,
email Older and Bolder on
taihapeolderbolder@gmail.com

or find us on Facebook, look
for Older Bolder Taihape and
logo.
We look forward to you joining
us soon!
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Taihape Neighbourhood Support
tnselizabeth@gmail.com
021 0285 1477
06 388 2181
It was with much regret that Taihape Neighbourhood Support has farewelled Angela Oliver from the committee. Angela has done a sterling job as
Coordinator for the past several years and, in fact, ensured that TNS has
continued to operate in Taihape. Without Angela TNS would have struggled
to continue and she has steadily built up individual members and street
groups. The Committee will miss her valuable input and her generous spirit.
Thank you, Angela.
The new Coordinator is Elizabeth Mortland who can be reached on the
above phone numbers. Please note that TNS emails are checked daily and
the phone is checked regularly.

Te Roopu Oranga
Physical activity programmes for Kaumatua 65+ and people with long term
conditions are being coordinated by MPS
If you are interested in joining please contact MPS. Transport is available.
Day

Time

Activity

Venue

Tuesday

2pm - 3pm

Tai Chi/Sit fit

Hospital Cafeteria

Thursday

10am - 11am

Tai Chi/Sit fit

Hospital Cafeteria

T.R.O Christmas Break Up will be held on
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Instalment 1 of 2 Background and history
To explain GUMBOOT DAY it is
necessary to firstly examine the
reasons for such a promotion and
to examine the problems facing
small town communities in Rural
New Zealand. By 195 the effects
of the post subsidy era in Agriculture were being felt in town and
country alike. This was the time
when the Government of the day
removed subsidies from agricultural inputs such as fertiliser and
drench etc. Whilst making our exports more competitive, it at the
same time had the effect of reducing incomes thus causing a reduction in the spending ability in
small towns such as Taihape. In
addition to this, the town was also
experiencing the down-sizing of
New Zealand Railways. The population of Taihape fell from 3500 in
the early 1960s to about 1800 in
1085. To survive the town needed
to take action.

the effects of the imminent downturn might be averted. During one
of these brainstorming exercises it
was decided to build on the ideas
of the comedian John Clark who
was experiencing considerable
success with “The GUMBOOT
Song “. He also referred to the
“Taihape University Seat of Joinery”. It was decided tyo attempt
to halt the traffic on SH1 in Gumboot Park by providing a promotional activity to entice travellers
to stop and see what Taihape had
to offer. Gumboot Day was born.

Late in 1984 ‘Taihape Promotions”
held a series of meetings searching for ways and means by which

The first GUMBOOT DAY consisted
of gumboot throwing, gumboot
races, Fred Dagg look-alikes, deco29

rated gumboots and shop window
displays providing a day when
town and country alike could
gather and enjoy themselves
whilst at the same time selling the
town to the rest of New Zealand.
The second GUMBOOT DAY in
1986 provided an opportunity to

develop the Taihape University
theme. Degrees in “Gumboot
Throwology” were awarded by the
Professor of the University and
the Dean. The attempt on the
gumboot throwing record has become a fixture for the event.
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TREASURE TROVE
Treasure Trove offers a great
selection of new and used furniture, beds, lounge suites,
dining table & chairs, fridges,
washing machines, dryers,
freezers and lots more………
Call in and see Geoff for a
GREAT DEAL
Delivery service available.
122- 124 Hautapu Street Taihape
Phone: (06) 388 1956
Mobile 021 451 974
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